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> UN-brokered Libya talks show ‘seriousness’, reach draft ceasefire deal

The second round of the
United  Nations-facilitated

w2 talks to end fighting in
L|bya concluded on Sunday in Geneva with
“seriousness of purpose and goodwill” in
Geneva on Sunday, the UN said today.
Ghassan Salamé, Special Representative of

Source : https:/Inews.un.org/ - 24/02/2020
(Lien article)

the Secretary-General and Head of the UN
Support Mission in Libya (UNSMIL), together
with delegates from the UN-recognized
Government of National Accord (GNA) and
the Libyan National Army (LNA) participated
in the 5+5 Libyan Joint Military Commission
(JMC) talks.

> Turkey is transferring weapons to Libya via Misrata Port: LNA

Turkey is transferring
weapons and military
= equipment to Libya
through Misrata Port,
Libyan National Army (LNA) spokesman
Ahmed al-Mismari has alleged.
‘Reconnaissance and intelligence units
confirm the arrival of weapons and military

equipment from Turkey to the Misrata
seaport to support terrorist organisations and
armed groups in the western region,” al-
Mismari said in a statement published on his
Facebook page. “This support is made
publicly before the international community. It
is a breach of the declared truce in the
region,” he added.

Source : https://www.almasdarnews.com/ - 24/02/2020

(Lien article)

> Libya peace talks break down as rivals pull out

Khalifa Haftar's forces
have been moving
. towards the capital
2 Tripoli as the
mternatlonally recognized government
struggles to repel them. Efforts by the UN to
reconcile the rivals have lasted almost a

Source : https://lwww.dw.com/ - 24/02/2020
(Lien article)

year. Peace talks between the government of
Libya and rival military commander Khalifa
Haftar collapsed on Monday after 10 months
of conflict, the parties announced.The rival
eastern-Libya parliament, backed by warlord
Haftar, said it would not take part in UN-
backed talks as not all of its 13
representatives had been  approved.
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> In West Africa, U.S. Military Struggles for Scarce Resources as Terrorism Threat Grows

Tensions with Iran almost
scuttled a major
international training
s exercise in the Sahel.
NOUAKC OTT MAURITANIA—Every
February, hundreds of special operations

Source : https://foreignpolicy.com/ - 24/02/2020

(Lien article)

forces from around the world gather in West
Africa for Flintlock, a unique U.S.-led
exercise that provides critical training for
regional militaries struggling to counter
growing terrorist activity in the Sahel.

> Libyan Army shoots down Turkish aircraft in southern Tripoli

BEIRUT, LEBANON
(10:10 A.M.) — The Libyan
National Army (LNA)
spokesman, Major
General Ahmed Al-
Mismari, announced on Tuesday the
shooting down of a Turkish airplane south of

Tripoli, after it was seen taking off from the
Mitiga Airport. Al-Mismari said on his
Facebook page, the commander of the
military operations room in the western
region, Major General Al-Mabrouk Al-Ghazwi
confirms the shooting down of a Turkish
aircraft south of Tripoli on Tuesday evening.

Source : https://www.almasdarnews.com/ - 26/02/2020

(Lien article)

> DCD Protected Mobility to be out in force at inaugural Tunisia defence show

Armoured and mine-
detection vehicle
specialists DCD
Protected Mobility will be
showcasing its products
and capabilities at the first International
Aerospace & Defence Exhibition (IADE) in
Tunisia next month as it expands its
presence across Africa.

IADE 2020 will be held at Djerba-Zarzis
International Airport in Djerba, Tunisia,
between 4 and 8 March. The inaugural event
will see a flying display each day amongst
other activities. Some 200 companies are
expected to take part in the first instalment of
the exhibition, which is targeting civil and
military delegations from Africa and the
Middle East.

Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.zal - 26/02/2020

(Lien article)
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» Turkey announces death of 2 soldiers in Libya after clashes with LNA

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan on
1 Tuesday announced that
two of the country’s
soldlers had died in Libya. He has not shared
any details about the location or date of their
deaths. “We have two martyrs there in

Libya”, he stated briefly. The news comes
just two days after reports about 16 Turkish
soldiers being killed in Tripoli clashes.
Erdogan confirmed that several troops died,
also claiming major losses amongst the
ranks of the Libyan National Army, but did
not elaborate on the actual numbers.

Source : https://lwww.almasdarnews.com/ - 26/02/2020

(Lien article)

> Terrorism Threat in West Africa Soars as U.S. Weighs Troop Cuts

The Pentagon and the
State  Department are
sending mixed messages
about reducing America’s
presence in a region
bloodied by terrorist violence.
NOUAKCHOTT, Mauritania — The Trump

Source : https:/lwww.nytimes.com/ - 27/02/2020

(Lien article)

administration is split over how to combat
terrorists, support allies and thwart global
competitors in West Africa. And the mixed
messages out of Washington are confusing
allies in Europe, who are deeply committed
to security in Africa, as well as to military
partners on the continent.

» German companies make beeline for Kampala

" A delegation of German
businesses recently
travelled to Kampala. On 18
February, representatives
from Muhlbauer, ADVA
Optical Networking, Aerodata and Airbus

Defence and Space had talks with the
minister of defence, Adolf Mwesige, to
promote their products and services in the
fields of security, cybersecurity, surveillance
systems and disaster = management.

Source : https://www.africaintelligence.com/ - 28/02/2020

(Lien article)
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> Fear reigns in Africa's Sahel region amid US military drawdown plan

The annual US-led military
exercise Flintlock is
underway in Mauritania

“® amid concerns that the US
will draw down its military in Africa. In
response, France and Germany are pushing
for greater EU involvement. In Sahel desert —
German special forces introduce

Source : https://www.dw.com/ - 28/02/2020
(Lien article)

Mauritanians to different shooting techniques
Optical Networking, Aerodata and Airbusand
how to take care of their rifles in event of
intense fighting. In an assimilated operation,
Mauritanian soldiers alongside Germans
walk a couple of miles in Kaedi, Mauritania.
Then they attack a would-be terrorist
stronghold. Two assailants are arrested in
process.

» UK military gears up for deployment in Mali

Britain is significantly
stepping up its military
support in West Africa to
help combat the world's
fastest growing Islamist-led insurgency.Over

Source : https://www.bbc.com/ - 02/03/2020

(Lien article)

the past month, British troops have been
helping train local forces to fight extremism in
the Sahel. The region, a semi-arid stretch of
land just south of the Sahara Desert, has
been a frontline in the war against Islamist
militancy for almost a decade.

> Tripoli-based Libyan forces to launch countrywide counter-offensive against LNA

The Tripoli-based
_government will soon try to
| push back Khalifa Haftar's
eastern forces, who have
been attacking the capital
Tripoli for months, Interior Minister

Fathi Bashagha has said. “The GNA
(Government of National Accord) and its
forces do not want to see Tripoli subject to
shelling every day and it will move these
forces [of Haftar] away from Tripoli,”
Bashagha told Reuters late on Sunday.

Source : https://lwww.almasdarnews.com/ - 02/03/2020

(Lien article)
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> The west ignores the growth of Islamist insurgents in Africa at its peril

Thousands are being
killed across the Sahel
region in what s

- i becoming the new
battlefront W|th militants. magine the reaction
in Britain if armed Islamist jihadists were to

burst in on a Sunday church service in a
Surrey village, spraying automatic weapon
fire at the congregation and killing the vicar
and at least 23 worshippers. Horror and fury
would be unconfined. The attack would be an
immediate worldwide media sensation.

Source : https://lwww.theguardian.com/ - 29/02/2020

(Lien article)

> Nigeria’s Islamists targeting Christians to provoke religious war, says minister

Islamist militant groups in
Nigeria have begun
targeting Christians in an
attempt to provoke a
religious war, the
information minister said on Thursday.

Islamist insurgents in Nigeria have killed
around 35,000 people and displaced at least
two million in the past decade, driven first by
Boko Haram and more recently by its
offshoot, the Islamic State West Africa
Province (ISWAP).

Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 28/02/2020

(Lien article)

> New tensions in Guinea after referendum postponement

President Alpha Conde
postponed a referendum
that could pave the way for
=== his third term bid, citing
flaws with voter register. About 2.5 million
unverified voters were discovered, experts
call the situation "dangerous" New protests
broke out in Guinea's capital Conakry after

Source : https://lwww.dw.com/ - 02/03/2020
(Lien article)

both the parliamentary elections and a
constitutional referendum were postponed at
short notice. The polls were originally
scheduled for Sunday. Since October, a
coalition of non-governmental groups and
opposition parties opposing the referendum
have been organizing protests against the
planned constitutional change. At least 30
protesters and one gendarme have died.
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> SA needs to keep an eye on escalating terrorism in Mozambique — Heitman

The terrorism in the Cabo
Delgado province of
Mozambique is escalating
and is something to be
watched closely. While the
present violence is far from our borders, a
serious threat to the stability of Mozambique

would impact on South Africa. An unstable
neighbour is never good news; we import
gas from Mozambique and will in due course
be importing from the gas fields of Cabo
Delgado; we need Maputo port; and a stable,
prosperous neighbour will be a lucrative
export market for our manufacturing
industries.

Source : https://lwww.defenceweb.co.zal - 25/02/2020

(Lien article)

> eSwatini receives two Hueys donated by Taiwan

‘m. N, eSwatini’'s military has
e taken delivery of two Bell
UH-1H helicopters donated
by Taiwan — the second
country in Africa to receive ex-Taiwanese
military Huey helicopters. The two aircraft

were formally handed over to the Umbutfo
eSwatini Defence Force (UEDF) Air Wing on
21 February by Vice Minister of National
Defence Chang Guan Chung. The
helicopters were received by His Majesty
King Mswati Ill at the Lozitha Royal Palace.

Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.zal - 27/02/2020

(Lien article)

» Time for a long, hard look at the SANDF

The latest defence budget
can be the straw that
breaks the camel's back,
according to African
Defence Review director
Darren Olivier, who
maintains the time has come for hard
decisions if South Africa is to have a national
defence force worthy of the name in the

future. Following Finance Minister Tito
Mboweni’'s national budget speech in
Parliament on Wednesday, Olivier points out
“again and despite desperate pleas by senior
military commanders to Parliament and
National Treasury to avoid further reductions,
the defence budget has again been cut in
real terms with the majority of the decrease
from its operational and acquisition budgets”.

Source : https://lwww.defenceweb.co.za/ - 27/02/2020

(Lien article)
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» Minimal increase in defence funding

Yet another indicator, if
needed, that defence is the
poor relation in the SA
government “family” came
with not a single mention of
the SA National Defence Force (SANDF) or
the Department of Defence (DoD) by
Finance Minister Tito Mboweni in his 2020

budget speech to the National Assembly this
week. As far as the actual numbers are
concerned it's much the same with a minimal
increase in the budget which Defence and
Military Veterans Minister Nosiviwe Mapisa-
Ngakula and her top level team have to
spread among four services.

Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.zal/ - 27/02/2020

(Lien article)

> Somalia: Further consensus-building needed ahead of ‘historic’ election

e Lack of political
consensus on national
priorities could threaten
further  progress in
Somalia which is preparing to hold its first
“one-person, one-vote” election in 50 years,

Source : https:/Inews.un.org/ - 24/02/2020
(Lien article)

UN Special Representative James Swan told
the Security Council on Monday. Since his
last briefing in November, Somalia has
passed key legislation on finance, became
eligible for debt relief, and approved a
national policy on refugees, returnees and
displaced persons, among other priorities.

> Association of African Air Forces Liaison Working Group meets in Zambia

U.S. Air Forces Africa and
9 the Zambian air force co-
o, G hosted the Association of
E‘ : African Air Forces Liaison
Working Group in
Livingstone, Zambia, between 17 and 20

(%3

February. Liaison officers from 25 partner
nations attended the working group to
discuss the goals of the organization, to
include creating an attainable 10 year
strategic plan, exercise plan, and drafting
formalized procedures.

Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.zal - 27/02/2020

(Lien article)
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