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 Mauritanian National Guard receives last of EU-funded camels
 
The Mauritanian National 
Guard has taken delivery of 
a final batch of 200 camels 
that was handed over to its 

Nomadic Group at Achemim on the border 
with Mali by France’s Management Institute 
for International Security (THEMIIS). Peer de 
Jong, THEMIIS’s senior vice president for  
 

 
development, told Jane’s that the company 
was contracted by the European Union 
following an international tender to purchase 
and deliver the camels as well as equipment 
such as saddles for the National Guard 
under the Ghawdat (Mehari in Arabic) 
programme of the EU’s Mauritania Security 
and Development Support Project (PADSM).

 
Source : https://www.janes.com/ - 14/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 DOD Continues Global Military Operations Even as It Battles COVID-19

 
Even as the Defense 
Department supports the 

whole-of-government 
response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, it continues its vital national 
security missions, Defense Secretary Dr. 
Mark T. Esper said. Esper and Army Gen. 
Mark A. Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, held a Pentagon news conference 
today on DOD's support for the nation's  

 
COVID-19 response. Esper also gave 
examples of some of the security missions 
DOD has undertaken, including :     - 
Conducting counterterrorism missions in 
Africa, the Middle East and Afghanistan; 
- Conducting freedom of navigation 

operations around the world; 
- Monitoring North Korean weapons tests; 
- Improving the U.S. defensive posture in 

Iraq ; etc.
 
 
Source : https://www.defense.gov/ - 14/04/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 
 Egypt receives third Type 209 submarine

 
The Egyptian Navy’s third 
Class 209/1400mod (Type 
209) submarine is now 
heading to Egypt after it was 

formally handed over by ThyssenKrupp 
Marine Systems (TKMS) on 9 April. The 
German company said the handover of S43 
took place at its Kiel yard, but that only a  
 

 
small number of people were present 
because of the Covid-19 pandemic. “Given 
the global corona pandemic, this handover 
marks a very special milestone for us,” 
TKMS CEO Dr Rolf Wirtz said. “We are 
extremely proud of our employees, who 
completed the boat on time and in line with 
our comprehensive health protection 
measures”.

 
Source : https://www.janes.com/ - 14/04/2020  
(Article link)  

https://www.janes.com/
https://www.janes.com/article/95494/mauritanian-national-guard-receives-last-of-eu-funded-camels
https://www.defense.gov/
https://www.defense.gov/Explore/News/Article/Article/2150118/dod-continues-global-military-operations-even-as-it-battles-covid-19/
https://www.janes.com/
https://www.janes.com/article/95490/egypt-receives-third-type-209-submarine
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 Morocco requests Harpoon missiles
 
Morocco has requested the 
sales of ten Boeing AGM-
84L Harpoon Block II air-
launched anti-ship missiles 
from the United States in a 

$62 million deal. The US Defence Security 
Cooperation Agency notified Congress of the 
possible sale on 14 April. The proposed sale  
 

 
includes containers, spare and repair parts, 
support and test equipment, publications and 
technical documentation, personnel training 
and training equipment, US Government and 
contractor representatives’ technical 
assistance, engineering and logistics support 
services, and other related elements of 
logistics support. 

 
Source : https://www.armyrecognition.com/ - 15/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 Migrants missing or dead in Libya
 

At least five migrants died 
and seven were missing 
when the coast guard 
returned 49 to Tripoli as 

fighting raged, the UN migration agency said. 
A Maltese commercial vessel rescued the 
migrants from an inflatable boat and handed 
them to Libya’s coast guard, which brought  

 
them to a Tripoli naval base where they 
disembarked, the International Organisation 
for Migration (IOM) said. There is uncertainty 
about whether migrants intercepted by 
Libya’s coast guard would dock in Tripoli. 
Last week, a group 280 migrants were 
prevented from disembarking because of 
shelling in the port city. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 16/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 Russia sells assault boats to sub-Saharan African country

 
Russia’s Kalashnikov has 
sold a number of BK-10 
assault boats to a sub-
Saharan African country in 
the first such naval sale in 

20 years, defence holding company 
Rosoboronexport has announced. 
Rosoboronexport on 10 April said the  
 

 
contract was signed recently and is being 
implemented. “This is an undoubted success 
in fostering military-technical cooperation 
with the countries of the region that is 
strategically important for Russia. We have 
been working long and purposefully to 
develop relations with them and expand our 
African footprint, which now covers almost 
the entire continent. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 16/04/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 

https://www.armyrecognition.com/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/aerospace-aerospace/morocco-requests-harpoon-missiles/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/border-security/migrants-missing-or-dead-in-libya/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/sea/sea-sea/russia-sells-assault-boats-to-sub-saharan-african-country/
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 Warmate loitering munition recovered in Libya
 

Photographs purportedly 
taken in Libya show a 
Warmate loitering munition, 
the weapon’s Polish 

manufacturer WB Group has confirmed to 
Jane’s. The photographs of the munition with 
a broken fuselage and no wings lying on the 
ground in a desert location began circulating  

 
on social media on 14 April, with supporters 
of Libya’s Government National Accord 
(GNA) saying it was an unmanned aerial 
vehicle (UAV) operated by the rival Libyan 
National Army (LNA) that had been shot 
down near Abu Grain. At least one LNA 
supporter claimed it was a Turkish UAV shot 
down by the LNA. 

 
 
Source : https://www.janes.com/ - 16/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 Libyan Pantsir-S1 air defence systems have apparently destroyed a dozen Turkish UAVs

 
It appears the Pantsir-S1 air 
defence systems delivered 
by the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) to Libya 
have been used to shoot 

down over a dozen Turkish unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs). This is according to 
unverified reports from the Libyan National 
Army (LNA), which said the Pantsir-S1 has  

 
destroyed 16 Turkish aircraft between 
November 2019 and March 2020. Some two 
dozen Turkish UAVs were destroyed over 
Libya, with the Pantsir-S1 accounting for half 
of them. In the last week, the Pantsir-S1 has 
apparently shot down four UAVs and a 
Mirage F1 fighter. Video emerged showing 
apparent Mirage F1 wreckage on 14 April, 
but few other details have been forthcoming. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 16/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 Mirage 2000D helps repel militants in the Sahel

 
On 8 April a French Air 
Force Mirage 2000D 
intervened in support of a 
company of the G5 Sahel 

joint force (FC-G5S) in Burkina Faso, helping 
repel an armed terrorist group being targeted 
by a Barkhane force patrol. During a 
reconnaissance mission in the north of 
Burkina Faso, a company of the G5 Sahel  

 
force was in contact with an armed terrorist 
group. From the start of the confrontation, 
the unit made an air support request to the 
Joint Command Post (CCP) of the joint force 
of the G5 Sahel. At the operations centre in 
Niamey, the CCP took this request into 
account and coordinated with the Barkhane 
Force Joint Theatre Command Post (PCIAT), 
the French Ministry of Defence said. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 17/04/2020  
(Article link)  

https://www.janes.com/
https://www.janes.com/article/95562/warmate-loitering-munition-recovered-in-libya
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/land/land-land/libyan-pantsir-s1-air-defence-systems-have-apparently-destroyed-a-dozen-turkish-uavs/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/aerospace-aerospace/mirage-2000d-helps-repel-militants-in-the-sahel/
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 Nigerian Army receives Chinese weapon systems
 
The Nigerian Army has 
received a consignment of 
Chinese armoured vehicles 
and artillery systems that 

included Norinco VT4 main battle tanks 
(MBT), ST1 tank destroyers, and self-
propelled howitzers. Nigerian Army Chief of 
Policy and Plans Lieutenant General Lamidi  

 
Adeosun told local TV news during the 
unloading of the equipment at Lagos docks 
on 8 April that it was part of a large 
consignment ordered from China that 
included two types of “artillery heavy guns”. 
He added that the initial consignment 
included 15 40-ft containers of spares and 
accessories. 

 
 
Source : https://www.janes.com/ - 16/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 Gulf of Guinea still world’s piracy hotspot
 

Seafarers face continuing 
threats from pirates and 
armed robbers on the 
world’s seas, the 
International Maritime 

Bureau (IMB) said, reporting 47 attacks in 
the first three months of 2020, up from 38 in  

 
the same period last year. The Gulf of 
Guinea remains the world’s piracy hotspot. 
Seventeen crew were kidnapped in three 
incidents between 45 and 75 nautical miles 
from the coast. IMB’s latest global piracy 
report shows zero hijackings in the last two 
quarters and no incidents around Somalia. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 16/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 Nigerian Air Force returns another Mi-35 helicopter to service

 
The Nigerian Air Force 
(NAF) has returned another 
Mi-35P attack helicopter to 
service after it was locally 

refurbished. The aircraft (NAF 530) was 
commissioned during a ceremony at the 115 
Special Operations Group (115 SOG) in Port  

 
Harcourt on 17 April, marking the second Mi-
35P to be locally refurbished. The NAF said 
the Mi-35P NAF 530 had been unserviceable 
since June 2016, with repair work starting 
from 2018.Mi-35P NAF 531 was returned to 
service in May 2018. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 20/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 

https://www.janes.com/
https://www.janes.com/article/95559/nigerian-army-receives-chinese-weapon-systems
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/maritime-security/gulf-of-guinea-still-worlds-piracy-hotspot/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/military-helicopters/nigerian-air-force-returns-another-mi-35-helicopter-to-service/


 

© 2020 ATLANTIS-CENTER, All rights reserved - CONFIDENTIAL  6 

 

 First Nigerian Super Tucano flies while training programme nears liftoff
 
The first A-29 Super 
Tucano light attack and 
trainer aircraft for the 
Nigerian Air Force (NAF) 

has performed its maiden flight ahead of 
delivery next year, while the US Air Force 
prepares to train Nigerian pilots on the 
aircraft in the coming months. Embraer  
 

 
announced the first flight on 17 April together  
with its partner Sierra Nevada Corporation 
(SNC). Nigerian Super Tucanos are being 
manufactured at SNC’s facility in 
Jacksonville, Florida, and this is where the 
maiden flight took place. Embraer and SNC 
said production of all 12 Nigerian Air Force 
aircraft is underway, with deliveries expected 
to take place as scheduled in 2021. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 20/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 UN peacekeeping rotations on hold until mid-year

 
The South African 
component of the UN’s 
largest peacekeeping 
mission – MONUSCO in the 
Democratic Republic of 

Congo (DRC) – will stay in place until at least 
mid-year.Antonio Guterres, secretary-general 
of the world body, last week said rotation and  
 

 
deployments of uniformed personnel in 
peacekeeping missions is suspended until 30 
June to mitigate the risk of COVID-19 
coronavirus transmission. South African 
soldiers from Zeerust-based 2 SA Infantry 
Battalion are currently on detached duty as 
one of three Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) countries making up the 
MONUSCO Force Intervention Brigade (FIB). 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 14/04/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 
 Private military contractors appear to be active in Mozambique
 

Reports that a privately 
operated helicopter was 
destroyed in Mozambique 
during contact with Islamist 

insurgents last week have once again shone 
the spotlight on private military activity in the 
country aimed at combating the ongoing 
insurgency there. Reports from Mozambique 
indicate that a Gazelle operated by South  

 
African private military contractors was either 
shot down or forced to land due to 
mechanical failure on 10 April. The aircraft, 
registration ZU-ROJ, was earlier seen in a 
video flying with a second Gazelle and a Bell 
Long Ranger over Mozambique. One of the 
Gazelles was fitted with what appeared to be 
a door-mounted machinegun or cannon. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 15/04/2020  
(Article link) 
 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/aerospace-aerospace/first-nigerian-super-tucano-flies-while-training-programme-nears-liftoff/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/un-peacekeeping-rotations-on-hold-until-mid-year/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/private-military-contractors-appear-to-be-active-in-mozambique/
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 Beit Bridge fence breached ahead of contract completion date
 
Public Works and 
Infrastructure Minster 
Patricia de Lille’s use of 
“emergency procurement 
procedures” to augment 
security fencing at the Beit 

Bridge port of entry has not been entirely 
successful with the fence breached ahead of  

 
the deadline set for its completion. A 
contractor was appointed on 18 March with 
the ministerial instruction to complete the 
work, valued at R37 million, in a month. 
Johannesburg digital daily Times Live reports 
a picture circulating earlier this week showing 
a “gaping hole” in the barbed wire fence. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 15/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 No insurgent control in northern Mozambique

 
No parts of Mozambique’s 
troubled northern province 
are under control of 

insurgents, national police commander 
Bernardino Rafael said. His comments follow 
an increase in the frequency of attacks in 
Cabo Delgado, home to multi-billion dollar 
gas projects led by oil majors including Total.  

 
Security analysts say in some cases 
insurgents occupy parts of towns, villages or 
government buildings and hoist a black and 
white flag. “There are no areas that can be 
said to be in the hands of insurgents, what 
exists are areas prone to criminal 
incursions,” Rafael told reporters in Nampula. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 16/04/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 SAS Makhanda en patrouille dans l'océan Indien

 
South Africa’s national 
border protection tasking is 
not confined to the 
country’s land borders with 

the SA Navy (SAN) regularly patrolling 
identified sections of coastline. The SAN 
deploys one of three offshore patrol vessels 
(OPVs) on these missions to prevent illegal 
entry of undocumented persons into South  

 
Africa and to negate contraband smuggling, 
Captain (SAN) Jaco Theunissen, 
communications officer of the Joint 
Operations Division of the SA National 
Defence Force (SANDF), said. The OPVs 
are based at Naval Base Durban, which will 
also be home to the three multi-mission 
inshore patrol vessels currently being built in 
Cape Town by Damen. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 17/04/2020  
(Article link) 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/beit-bridge-fence-breached-ahead-of-contract-completion-date/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/national-security/no-insurgent-control-in-northern-mozambique/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/sas-makhanda-on-op-corona-indian-ocean-maritime-patrol/
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