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➢ Foreign legionnaire dies from wounds

 
A French Foreign Legion soldier 
died in a military hospital near 
Paris after being wounded in an 

explosion in Mali in what the French 
presidency said was an operation against 
armed terrorist groups. France, the former 
colonial power, has 5 100 troops in  
 

 
Mali and the wider Sahel region, but security 
progressively worsened since it intervened in 
2013 to stop a jihadist advance to the capital 
Bamako. Brigadier Dmytro Martynyouk, of 
the 1st foreign cavalry regiment, died after he 
was wounded by an improvised explosive 
device (IED) on 23 April, the presidency said. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 04/05/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 

➢ DoD supports African partner nations in multiple ways

 
We will continue to work by, 
with, and through local partners 
and allies to combat 

transnational threats and minimize the 
malign influence of non-African powers". ''In 
my visits to Africa, I've had the opportunity to 
meet several of our partners in places such  
 

 
as Ghana and Benin,'' said the deputy 
assistant secretary of defense for African 
Affairs. ''I've also had the opportunity to meet 
rising leaders from our partner militaries, 
such as Tunisia – including a recent 
graduate of the U.S. Air Force Academy,'' 
said Peter Marocco. 

 
Source : https://www.africom.mil/ - 04/05/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 

➢ Milrem Robotics THeMIS UGV completes first deployment in operation Barkhane

 
Milrem Robotics successfully 
completed its first deployment 
period of its unmanned ground 

vehicle, THeMIS, in operation Barkhane 
against Islamic terrorist groups operating in 
Mali. The THeMIS was initially deployed to 
Mali with the Estonian Defence Forces (EDF) 
during a French lead counter-terrorism  
 

 
operation in April 2019. Until April 2020, the 
THeMIS UGV was regularly used during 
patrols by Estonian soldiers and for 
transporting supplies within their base. 
Altogether three Estonian platoons utilized 
the vehicle during their deployments. 
“Partitioned urban areas can be challenging, 
and one cannot always depend on APC 
support. 

 
Source : https://www.armyrecognition.com/ - 05/05/2020  
(Article link)  
 
 
 
 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/human-security/foreign-legionnaire-dies-from-wounds/
https://www.africom.mil/
https://www.africom.mil/media-room/article/32741/dod-supports-african-partner-nations-in-multiple-ways
https://www.armyrecognition.com/
https://www.armyrecognition.com/may_2020_news_defense_global_security_army_industry/milrem_robotics_themis_ugv_completes_first_deployment_in_operation_barkhane.html
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➢ Second Legionnaire dies in Mali

 
Another French Foreign Legion 
soldier died in Mali the French 
presidency said. Kevin Clement 

died in an operation against armed groups in 
the country, the Presidency said without 
giving further details. His death came three 
days after another legionnaire died in a  
 

 
military hospital near Paris after being 
wounded in an explosion in Mali last week. 
France, the former colonial power, has 5 100 
troops in Mali and the wider Sahel region, but 
security progressively worsened since it 
intervened in 2013 to stop a jihadist advance 
to Bamako. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 05/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Egypt’s third Type 209 submarine arrives home

 
The Egyptian Navy’s third Type 
209/1400mod submarine arrived 
in Egypt on 5 May after sailing 

from ThyssenKrupp Marine Systems’ 
(TKMS’s) yard in Germany. The vessel, S43, 
was seen transiting the Kiel Canal on 14 
April after being officially handed over to the  
 
 

 
Egyptian Navy on 9 April in Kiel. S43 arrived 
at the Alexandira Naval Base on Tuesday 
after covering a distance of 7 800 kilometres, 
the Egyptian military said, adding that the 
vessel was received by a military delegation. 
According to the Egyptian armed forces, the 
new submarine held exercises with several 
“friendly countries” on the way to Egypt. 

Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 06/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Royal Air Force Chinooks exceed 2 000 flight hours in Mali

 
The Royal Air Force (RAF) 
Chinook detachment supporting 
French troops in Mali has so far 

logged over 2 000 flight hours, including 
nearly 340 hours so far this year. The Royal 
Air Force on 6 May said the RAF Odiham-
based helicopters have now completed 2 000 
hours of flying in support of the French 
military since they began operating in Mali  
 

 
with the French military during July 2018. 
Since then they have moved over 1 000 
tonnes of freight and over 12 000 
passengers. Between January and May 
2020, the Chinooks have lifted 247 tonnes of 
freight and transported 1 150 passengers. 
During this time the detachment has 
operated in temperatures up to 47 degrees 
centigrade which have been accompanied by 
frequent dust storms. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 08/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/human-security/second-legionnaire-dies-in-mali/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/sea/sea-sea/egypts-third-type-209-submarine-arrives-home/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/military-helicopters/royal-air-force-chinooks-exceed-2-000-flight-hours-in-mali/
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➢ Russian, Syrian co-operating moving militia to Libya – claim

 
The US does not support the 
offensive byLibya’s eastern-
based military leader Khalifa 
Haftar against Tripoli and 

believes Russia is working with Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad to move militia 
fighters and equipment to Libya, senior US 
officials said. “The US does not support LNA  

 
military action against Tripoli. The attack on 
the capital diverts resources from what is a 
priority for us – counterterrorism,” Henry 
Wooster, deputy assistant secretary at State 
Department’s Bureau of Near Eastern 
Affairs, said in a conference call, referring to 
Haftar’s Libyan National Army. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 08/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Egypt seeking to upgrade Apache helicopters in $2.3 billion deal

 
Egypt is looking to upgrade and 
refurbish 43 of its AH-64D 
Apache attack helicopters to AH-
64E standard under a deal that 

could be worth $2.3 billion. The US State 
Department approved the possible foreign 
military sale on 7 May and notified Congress 
the same day.The US Defence Security 
Cooperation Agency (DSCA) said Egypt has  
 

 
requested a wide array of hardware for the 
refurbishment, including 88 T700-GE-701D 
engines; 47 AN/ASQ-170 Modernized Target 
Acquisition and Designation Sight/AN/AAR-
11 Modernized Pilot Night Vision Sensors 
(MTADS/PNVS); 45 AAR-57 Common 
Missile Warning Systems (CMWS) and 92 
Embedded Global Positioning System/Inertial 
Navigation Systems. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 08/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Turkish aircraft allowed to land in Tunisia

 
Tunisia allowed a Turkish plane 
to land at the southern airport 
Zarzis to deliver medical aid to 

Libyans at the Ras Jedir border crossing, the 
presidency said. Tunisia does not allow 
foreign forces to use its territory to interfere 
in the Libyan conflict. Libya’s internationally  
 

 
recognised government (GNA) is supported 
militarily by Turkey. The presidency 
statement did not give details of the aid 
mission. A Tunisian official told Reuters the 
Turkish plane did not fly direct to Libya 
because its airports are not safe. Tunisia 
requested its customs and security forces 
deliver the aid to the Libyans. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 08/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/national-security/russian-syrian-co-operating-moving-militia-to-libya-claim/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/military-helicopters/egypt-seeking-to-upgrade-apache-helicopters-in-2-3-billion-deal/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/security/national-security/turkish-aircraft-allowed-to-land-in-tunisia/
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➢ U.S. delivers specialized vehicles to Moroccan Special Operations Forces

 
“While this delivery marks the 
completion of this multi-year 
security cooperation project 
with Morocco, the military-

military relationship between our two great 
countries is already strong and will continue 
to grow over the coming years,” said Gjone. 
RABAT, Morocco — The United States  

 
transferred ownership of 21 specialized 
vehicles to the Moroccan Forces Armées 
Royale Special Operations Company 
(MSOF) valued at over $1 million on May 6. 
The transfer culminates three years of close 
cooperation to train and equip the MSOF 
company through an $18 million grant. 

 
 
Source : https://www.africom.mil/ - 11/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ More pirate attacks in the Gulf of Guinea

 
Ten crew have been kidnapped 
from a tanker off Nigeria and two 
fishing trawlers have been 

boarded in the latest incidents of maritime 
crime and piracy in the Gulf of Guinea. The 
tanker MT Vemahope was attacked by a 
single speedboat with an unknown number of 
armed individuals on board on 30 April while 
off Libreville, Gabon, Dryad Global reports.  

 
The vessel is understood to have been 
boarded resulting in the kidnap of ten crew 
members with four crew remaining onboard. 
Several days later, on 3 May, a fishing 
trawler was boarded by armed men onboard 
a speedboat off Libreville. The speedboat 
had at least 13 people on board, Praesidium 
International said. Another fishing trawler 
was boarded the same morning. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 04/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Marshall Aerospace to support Cameroon’s Hercules fleet

 
The United Kingdom-based 
Marshall Aerospace and Defence 
Group has been awarded a 

contract to provide maintenance, support and 
training to the Cameroon Air Force’s fleet of 
three C-130H aircraft over a five-year period. 
The support contract was signed last year by 
Marshall ADG Sales Director, Matthew  
 

 
Harvey, and Brigadier General Jean-Calvin 
Momha, Chief of Air Staff Cameroon Air 
Force, at Air Force Headquarters in the 
Cameroon capital Yaounde, Marshall 
announced this month. Under the new five-
year contract, Marshall ADG will carry out all 
depth maintenance on the fleet at its facility 
in Cambridge, as well as provide important 
technical support. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 06/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 

https://www.africom.mil/
https://www.africom.mil/media-room/article/32764/u-s-delivers-specialized-vehicles-to-moroccan-special-operations-forces
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/more-pirate-attacks-in-the-gulf-of-guinea-2/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/aerospace/aerospace-aerospace/marshall-aerospace-to-support-cameroons-hercules-fleet/
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➢ Cameroon Navy’s floating dock in action

 
The Cameroon Navy is using its 
new floating dock to maintain its 
vessels, after acquiring the dock 

from China to improve naval platform 
serviceability. Cameroon’s Navy on 4 May 
said the floating dock was being used by 
Cameroonian personnel to repair a patrol 
boat after the transfer of technology from  

 
China. The floating dock was completed in 
2018. It left China in May that year and 
arrived in Kribi, Cameroon, on 13 July 
2018.The dock is 64 metres long and 21 
metres wide and requires water ten metres 
deep to accommodate ships with a 
displacement of up to 700 tons. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 06/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Zimbabwe border fence completed

 
The 40 km borderline fence 
between South Africa and 
Zimbabwe at the Beitbridge 

border crossing was completed on April 20, 
after undergoing 29 days of repairs and the 
replacement of some sections. At a value of 
over R37-million, the project involved the  
 

 
repair and replacement of an existing 
borderline fence between South Africa and 
Zimbabwe as a result of the need for 
additional vigilance to prevent illegal 
crossings amid the Covid-19 pandemic, 
according to the Department of Public Works 
and Infrastructure (DPWI). 

 
Source : https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/ - 04/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Operation Copper extension to cost R154 million

 
The extension of the Operation 
Copper maritime patrol mission 
in the Mozambique Channel for 

another year will cost the South African 
National Defence Force R154 million.This is 
according to a letter from President Cyril 
Ramaphosa informing the National Assembly 
of the extension of Operation Copper, from 1 
April 2020 to 31 March 2021. The letter,  

 
dated 25 March, said that 200 members of 
the SANDF were employed to deter and 
prevent piracy in the Mozambique channel. 
“Due to the fact that maritime piracy remains 
a threat to all countries sharing borders with 
Western Indian Ocean, the employed 
members of SANDF will continue deterring 
and preventing piracy in the Mozambique 
channel”. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 06/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/sea/sea-sea/cameroon-navys-floating-dock-in-action/
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/
https://www.engineeringnews.co.za/article/zimbabwe-border-fence-completed-2020-05-04
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/operation-copper-extension-to-cost-r154-million/
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➢ More questions than answers about Beit Bridge fence upgrade

 
The initial round of Parliamentary 
scrutiny of the Beit Bridge border 
fence upgrade was “farcical” with 

just two minutes allowed for questions on 
three different reports. Democratic Alliance 
(DA) shadow deputy public works and 
infrastructure minister Samantha Graham-
Mare has led the charge to investigate all  

 
aspects of the newly erected fence. Apart 
from this week’s Portfolio Committee on 
Public Works and Infrastructure, the R37 
million “emergency” project will be the 
subject of an investigation by Auditor 
General Kimi Makwetu. This is at the request 
of Public Works and Infrastructure Minister 
Patricia de Lille. 

 
 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 06/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Soldiers confiscate illegal alcohol and cigarettes worth millions on SA borders

 
Cigarettes and alcohol 
conservatively valued at over 
R2 million was confiscated by 

soldiers doing border protection in April, an 
additional indicator the South African black 
market for these currently banned goods is 
growing. The border protection tasking 
Operation Corona currently has 15 
companies deployed along South Africa’s  
 

 
land borders with Botswana, eSwatini, 
Lesotho, Mozambique and Zimbabwe. 
Statistics supplied by SA National Defence 
Force (SANDF) Joint Operations Division 
operational communications from various 
joint tactical headquarters and operational 
units shows the April “harvest” of illegal 
cigarettes was conservatively worth R1,6 
million. 

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 08/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ DRC blames Rwandan Hutu rebels for ranger massacre

 
The Democratic Republic of 
Congo has accused Rwandan 
Hutu rebels of the Allied 

Democratic Forces (FDLR) of being 
responsible for the massacre of a dozen 
Rangers in Virunga Park at the end of April, 
according to the results of a “preliminary 
investigation,” Major General Maurice Aguru  
 

 
Mamba, commander of the Corps for the 
Protection of National Parks and Related 
Natural Reserves said.But the Rwandan 
rebels active in DR Congo’s volatile east 
have denied killing 12 rangers and five 
others at Africa’s oldest national park, a 
UNESCO World Heritage site, and rather 
blamed Rwandan government troops.

 
Source : https://www.africanews.com/ - 05/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/more-questions-than-answers-about-beit-bridge-fence-upgrade/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/featured/soldiers-confiscate-illegal-alcohol-and-cigarettes-worth-millions-on-sa-borders/
https://www.africanews.com/
https://www.africanews.com/2020/05/05/drc-blames-rwandan-hutu-rebels-for-ranger-massacre/
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➢ DR Congo armed group to lay down arms

 
An armed group in north-east 
Congo known for using fetishes 
to protect fighters will lay down 

arms and end attacks against civilians and 
the army, weeks after its leader was killed 
and senior figures arrested. The new leader 
of the Co-operative for the Development of 
the Congo (CODECO), Ngabu Ngawi Olivier, 
called on the army to enact a ceasefire to  
 

 
allow talks with government, a potential 
breakthrough for President Felix Tshisekedi 
who promised to end decades of unrest. 
Olivier did not give a date for CODECO to 
stop violence. Recent intense fighting in 
Djugu Territory in northern Ituri province 
forced thousands from their homes, 
complicating response to the coronavirus 
pandemic and an Ebola epidemic that killed 
more than 2 200 people.

 
Source : https://www.defenceweb.co.za/ - 05/05/2020  
(Article link) 
 
 
 

➢ Somalia vows to investigate Kenyan plane crash; killing 6

 
Somalia’s president has 
promised his Kenyan 
counterpart a “thorough 

investigation” into the deadly crash of a 
Kenyan plane carrying medical supplies in 
Somalia, while one Somali official asserts 
that the aircraft was shot down. Six people 
on board were killed. The Kenyan Civil 
Aviation Authority said the twin-engine plane  

 
with African Express crashed Monday 
afternoon on approach to Bardale “under 
circumstances we are yet to confirm.” A 
projectile fired from the ground hit the plane 
as it approached the airstrip in Bay region, 
Ahmed isaq, a local official with the 
Southwestern State regional administration, 
told The Associated Press.

 
 
Source : https://www.africanews.com/ - 07/05/2020  
(Article link)  
 

https://www.defenceweb.co.za/
https://www.defenceweb.co.za/joint/diplomacy-a-peace/dr-congo-armed-group-to-lay-down-arms/
https://www.africanews.com/
https://www.africanews.com/2020/05/07/kenyan-plane-crash-in-somalia-kills-6/

